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to make real the promise of America for all
Americans.

Today, 50 years later, we continue to pre-
serve the rights and freedoms that so many
fought for and could only dream of before the
Civil Rights Act.

On the evening of June 11, 1963, President
John F. Kennedy addressed the Nation and
uttered the words that would echo in history:

It ought to be possible for every American
to enjoy the privileges of being American
without regard to his race or his color. But
this is not the case.

We are confronted primarily with a moral
issue. It is as old as the Scriptures and is as
clear as the American Constitution.

The heart of the question is whether all
Americans are to be afforded equal rights
and equal opportunities, whether we are
going to treat our fellow Americans as we
want to be treated.

One hundred years of delay have passed
since President Lincoln freed the slaves, yet
their heirs, their grandsons, are not fully
free. They are not yet freed from the bonds
of injustice. They are not yet freed from so-
cial and economic oppression. And this Na-
tion, for all its hopes and all its boasts, will
not be fully free until all its citizens are free.

Now the time has come for this Nation to
fulfill its promise.

And a better country, we have become.

Although we have come a long way, we
must not become complacent on the issues of
civil rights. Our Nation is a growing melting
pot, and we must continue to make sure
American citizens, regardless of their religion,
race, or gender, are granted the right to free-
dom and equality.

This Nation prides itself on the abundance
of individual freedom. Through the Civil Rights
Act of 1964, we have nurtured a land where
every American citizen is born free, and with
the opportunity to chase their own American
dream.

Mr. Speaker, before signing the Civil Rights
Act of 1964, President Lyndon Baines John-
son addressed the Nation on the significance
of the bill he was about to sign:

We believe that all men are created equal.
Yet many are denied equal treatment.

We Dbelieve that all men have certain
unalienable rights. Yet many Americans do
not enjoy those rights.

We believe that all men are entitled to the
blessings of liberty. Yet millions are being
deprived of those blessings—not because of
their own failures, but because of the color
of their skin.

The reasons are deeply imbedded in history
and tradition and the nature of man. We can
understand—without rancor or hatred—how
this all happened.

But it cannot continue.

Our Constitution, the foundation of our
Republic, forbids it. The principles of our
freedom forbid it. Morality forbids it.

And the law I will sign tonight forbids it.

It is most fitting that the Rotunda of the
Capitol be venue of the ceremony commemo-
rating the Civil Rights Act of 1964, which was
passed by the Congress of the United States
and has for 50 years ensured and protected
the right of all Americans to live their dreams
in a land where equal opportunity is the birth-
right of all.
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HONORING BRIGADIER GENERAL
MARK RABIN AND HIS WIFE
BARBARA ON THEIR 50TH ANNI-
VERSARY

HON. WILLIAM L. ENYART

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 13, 2014

Mr. ENYART. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize and honor Brigadier General Mark
Rabin and his wonderful wife, Barbara, on
their 50th anniversary. The Rabins were wed
on June 21, 1964, and have never stopped
setting an example for which all who know
them strive. It is my pleasure today to cele-
brate these two genuine Americans and the
exemplary marriage they shared for the past
half century. | ask all my colleagues to join me
in honoring this couple.

Mark and Barbara have lived lives dedicated
to their nation, to their community, to their
family, and to each other. From 1966 until
2001, Mark served in the lllinois Air National
Guard, serving in a wide variety of roles and
eventually becoming Chief of Staff in 1996.
Concurrent with his military service, Mark pur-
sued a successful career in law, and became
the managing director of Rabin, Myers &
Hanken, P.C. Matching his work life, Mark
sought out challenges in his free time. He is
an avid bicyclist, mountaineer, and back-
packer, having explored the Appalachian and
Rocky Mountains and routinely climbing peaks
in excess of 14,000 feet. Barbara is one of the
most supportive and understanding people |
know. Working as a teacher’s aide, Barbara
has dedicated her life to the special needs
children of lllinois; she has prepared them for
success in life, and taught them the value of
an outstanding education and a love of learn-
ing. She is a longstanding member of the
Daughters of the American Revolution. Mark
and Barbara have contributed towards the
fight against diabetes, with countless volunteer
hours spent in support of this noble goal. To-
gether, the Rabins have raised six wonderful
children, and been blessed with ten grand-
children.

The marriage of Mark and Barbara is an ex-
ample to us all. It exemplifies a healthy part-
nership, selfless dedication, commitment, and
true love. Their marriage is an example to
young couples and an inspiration to those that
struggle through hard times.

Mr. Speaker, on their 50th anniversary, | am
pleased to honor Mark and Barbara Rabin and
the remarkable services they have given to
our nation and the State of lllinois. | ask my
colleagues to join me in honoring this couple
and wishing them continued happiness as
they continue their remarkable journey to-
gether.

———

RECOGNIZING HONOR FLIGHT
NORTHERN COLORADO

HON. CORY GARDNER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 13, 2014

Mr. GARDNER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the remarkable veterans of Honor Flight
Northern Colorado as they make their 12th trip
to Washington, DC to visit the memorials that
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stand in our nation’s capital. While they served
on different battlefields, they are united in their
dedication and sacrifice to protecting the
greatest nation on Earth.

The Honor Flight program was founded in
2005 with its original mission to fly veterans of
World War Il to Washington, DC free of cost,
to visit the monuments and statues that sym-
bolize their great sacrifices. Since then, Honor
Flight has expanded and now includes every
brave individual who has served valiantly in all
other American engagements. This venerable
program stands as a symbol of this country’s
gratitude and admiration for our veterans, and
will continue to honor the men and women
who have answered the call of duty. Of the
121 veterans visiting with its next flight, 34
served in WWII, 69 in Korea, and 18 in Viet-
nam.

Ours is the greatest nation on Earth, where
the inherent values of life, liberty, and the pur-
suit of happiness are preserved through the
countless heroic deeds demonstrated by our
men and women in uniform. While these me-
morials and statues resemble the selfless acts
and service of our veterans, in truth, the debt
that we owe them can never be repaid in
stone. Today, we honor these dignified heroes
who have guaranteed through their sacrifice
the underlying virtues, laws, and freedoms of
this exceptional nation:

Mr. Speaker, please join me in honoring
Norlin ~ Akers, Joseph  Arthur, Donald
Carlstrom, William Culp, Robert Davidson, Vic-
tor Ebel, Reginold Edwards, Arthur Engler,
John Eschbaugh, Daniel Flanagan, Anthony
Gance, Robert Gittinger, Paul Glasgow, Gene
Hansen, Dean Hecker, Henry Jesse, Benjamin
Jones, Robert King, Virgil Kiser, Fred
Knipschild, James Mclver, Richard Minges,
Jack Moss, Ronald Reidy, Robert Ryan, Her-
bert Shelton, Jay Spaulding, William
Spearman, Charles Sutter, Howard Swartz,
Arpad Szallar, Eugene Turnbull, William
Worth, George Zuniga, Dean Amdahl, Alfred
Apodaca, Jennings Barr, Earl Bartlow, Elmer
Bartlow, James Beach, John Bergquist, Eu-
gene Burmester, Larry Carpenter, Glenn
Chapman, William Chrismer, Harl Clark, Leon-
ard Cooper Sr., LaVerne Dietz, Alfred
Duchene, Emanuel Eckas, Thelma Eckas,
Donald Eckert, Jessie Ellis, Edwin Ellstrom,
Samuel Evans Jr., Herman Friesenhahn,
Henry Geisert, Paul Gill, Lloyd Gould, George
Hare, Eugene Hemmerle, William Hock, Milton
Hunholz, Willis Janssen, William King, Dean
Kingcade, Wallace Kirchhoff, Lawrence
Kopecky, Richard Kounovsky, John Kreman,
Kenneth Lamp, Robert Larsen, Dennis Larson,
Lawrence Lawler, James Lee, William Leppert,
Murdo MacLennan, Philip Mahoney, Charles
Markesbery, Gene Mitchell, Robert Nagel,
Dale Nelson, George Niedermayr, Willard
Nordick, Richard Ochsner, Gerald Pearson,
Donald Piermattei, Reid Pope, Paul Shapard,
Howard Smallwood, Richard Spaulding, Don-
ald Sterling, Harold Sulzbach, Robert
Swanstrom, Betty Taylor, John Waddell, Don-
ald Webb, Louie Wells, Russel White, Norman
Wikler, Egbert Womack Jr.,, George
Woodman, James Yenter, Jon Ackerman,
Isidro Arroyo, Ronald Britton, Steven Drake,
Vearlon Forbes, James Freeland, Jimmie Gar-
cia, Kenneth Hedger, Kenneth Hollingshead,
Kenneth Jacobsen, Mark Kauffman, Terry
Keating, Robert Klausner, William Miller, Wil-
liam Ortega, Marvin Pruitt, Robert Taylor, and
Gene Thim.
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EFFECTIVE ACCOUNTABILITY FOR
COUNTRIES OF PARTICULAR
CONCERN

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 13, 2014

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, |
recently chaired a hearing on effective ac-
countability for countries that blatantly commit
religious or freedom violations or that turn a
blind eye to such violations within their bor-
ders.

The headlines are filled with examples. A
27-year-old mother, Meriam Yehya Ibrahim, is
imprisoned and faces a death sentence in
Sudan because she refused to renounce her
Christian faith. This case in Sudan mirrors a
similar incident in Nigeria in which Boko
Haram shot Habila Adamu, who refused to re-
nounce Christianity, just like Mrs. Ibrahim.
Also in Nigeria, Islamic terrorist organization
Boko Haram is holding over 200 school girls
hostage (most of whom are Christian), after
kidnapping them from their school dorms in
the middle of the night.

Anti-semitism has resurfaced in Ukraine with
a series of violent attacks following the ouster
of former Prime Minister Yanukovich.

We have also received word that American
Pastor Saeed Abedini, who is serving an 8
year sentence in Iran for his faith, was se-
verely beaten and returned to prison. He had
been hospitalized due to internal bleeding
from beatings previously received in prison.
His wife, Naghmeh Abedini, testified before
my subcommittee in December and begged
that the Administration make securing her hus-
band’s release a top priority.

Tragically, many countries of the world are
a long way from recognizing the human right
of religious freedom set forth by Article 18 of
both the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights and the International Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights.

In the United States, we claim religious free-
dom as the “first freedom” because of its
placement at the top of the Bill of Rights enu-
merated in our Constitution, and because of
its foundational role in the life of a free and
democratic nation. Religious freedom is a con-
stant reminder to governments that their
power is limited, that governments do not cre-
ate rights but merely recognize them, and that
a man or woman’s first duty is to his or her
well-formed conscience.

The evidence bears out the importance of
protecting and promoting religious freedom. As
the Pew Research Center and Berkley Center
at Georgetown have shown, governments that
protect and promote religious freedom have
higher levels of social harmony. Just as impor-
tantly for national security, high observance of
religious freedom is correlated with lower lev-
els of religious extremism.

In 1998, Congress had the foresight to
make the protection and promotion of religious
freedom a priority in U.S. foreign policy by cre-
ating an Ambassador at Large for Religious
Freedom, the Office of International Religious
Freedom at the Department of State, which
authors the International Religious Freedom
Reports on every country in the world, and the
U.S. Commission on International Religious
Freedom, with their watchdog report to Con-
gress.
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Importantly, this landmark piece of legisla-
tion, the International Religious Freedom Act
(IRFA), authored by Chairman FRANK WOLF of
Virginia, created a system for naming and tak-
ing action against Countries of Particular Con-
cern or CPCs.

Sixteen years later, the need for U.S. lead-
ership on religious freedom could not be more
critical—but the tools to achieve it are lightly
used. The Administration recently announced
its intention to appoint two new members to
the U.S. Commission on International Reli-
gious Freedom—but the post of Ambassador-
at-Large is in its seventh month of vacancy.
The post has been empty for more than a
third of this Administration, and the Ambas-
sador’s level of authority within the State De-
partment has been demoted.

Despite the fact that the IRFA called for an
annual review of CPC designations, the Ad-
ministration has not named CPCs since 2011.
What few Presidential Actions—like sanc-
tions—have been taken in correlation with the
2011 CPC designation, have now lapsed.

History has shown that when the United
States makes religious freedom a priority and
that priority is conveyed to countries of par-
ticular concern, we have seen conditions
change with minimal harm to security or eco-
nomic cooperation. For instance, the CPC
designation worked as intended with Viet-
nam—until it was removed prematurely.

In 2004, the Bush Administration designated
Vietnam as a CPC as part of the larger bilat-
eral relationship. Vietnam took positive steps
toward reforming its laws and practices related
to religious freedom and releasing religious
prisoners.

Other parts of the relationship—trade and
security cooperation—expanded at the same
time. Vietnam saw that it was in its interest to
take positive steps on religious freedom be-
cause it was a priority of the Administration
and a prerequisite of a harmonious bilateral
relationship.

In 2006, the CPC designation was removed
prematurely. In 2007, shortly after Vietnam
gained World Trade Organization status, it
launched a crackdown on religious leaders,
free speech advocates, labor unions, and oth-
ers that continues to this day.

USCIRF has made a compelling case for
why Vietnam should be designated as a CPC,
why that designation would again produce re-
sults, and why it is in the United States inter-
ests to prioritize religious freedom in the bilat-
eral relationship. Seven years later, we are
waiting for CPC designation.

The hearing took a close look at the ongo-
ing need for the United States to actively pur-
sue religious freedom as a priority goal of its
foreign policy, as intended by Congress in the
IRFA, and, specifically, the work of the U.S.
Commission on International Religious Free-
dom in reaching this goal.

NATIONAL MEN’'S HEALTH WEEK

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, June 13, 2014

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
commemorate the 20th Anniversary of Na-

tional Men’s Health Week from June 9-15,
2014.
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Men’s Health Week is a time to focus atten-
tion and heighten awareness of preventable
health problems affecting men and boys and
encourage early detection and treatment.

On May 24, 1994, Congress passed S.J.
Res. 179, a joint resolution establishing Na-
tional Men’s Health Week (NMHW). The joint
resolution was signed into law (Pub. L. 103—
264) by President William Jefferson Clinton on
May 31, 1994.

Men’s Health Month is celebrated across
the country with screenings, health fairs,
media appearances, and other health edu-
cation and outreach activities.

| encourage all men, young and older, and
their families, to develop positive and
proactive attitudes toward health and wellness,
engage in preventive behaviors, lead healthy
lifestyles, and seek timely medical advice and
care.

Prostate cancer is the most common cancer
in men, afflicting 1 out of every 11 American
men and killing 34,000 men every year.

For African-American men, the rate of afflic-
tion is even worse; African-American men
have the highest incidence of prostate cancer
in the world.

In the past 5 years, the death rate for pros-
tate cancer has grown at almost twice the
death rate of breast cancer.

National Men’s Health Network has encour-
aged the development of thousands of health
awareness activities as corporations, hospital
systems, clinics, faith-based communities, the
public sector, and others use the month of
June to highlight their services and reach out
to men and their families.

Mr. Speaker, much progress has been
made in the past 20 years with improvements
in the health and well-being of men and boys,
with a dramatic improvement in life expect-
ancy and surprising drops in key mortality indi-
cators.

There has been a steep drop among males
in overall mortality, and corresponding im-
provements in the mortality rates for cancer
and cardiovascular diseases.

Our goal this month should be to raise
awareness about men’s health in our commu-
nities and to support National Men’s Health
Week and to rededicate ourselves to providing
support for our men by further educating our-
selves and our communities on Men’s Health
and effects.

Recognizing and preventing men’s health
problems is not just a man’s issue because it
impacts wives, mothers, daughters, and sis-
ters.

Men’s health is truly a family issue.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in the recognition of National Men’s Health
Week, and ask all Americans to take time this
month to find out what you can do to help the
growing population of the men around you.

——

HONORING MARY ALLEN
LINDEMANN AND ALAN SPEAR

HON. CHELLIE PINGREE

OF MAINE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, June 13, 2014
Ms. PINGREE of Maine. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize a wife-and-husband team
in my District for being selected as the Small
Business Administration’s Maine Small Busi-
ness Person of the Year for 2014.
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